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Research Outline

The research outline has three purposes:

· It helps further organize your ideas in the context of research paper sections.
 
· It is a working document to help you identify the strengths and weaknesses of the research. 

· It is a tool for discussing ideas with your instructor and writing group members. 

You may not have enough ideas or materials yet to have a complete outline, but for a passing grade, you should have at least 3 distinct sections related to your main topic as well as at least 2 distinct subtopics/claims for each main aspect, as well as a MAJORITY of sources for all of your claims. In other words, for a passing grade, you should show a clear plan regarding all of the topics you wish to address in your paper.

You CAN add, delete, or change the order of main ideas and detail to suit your topic.

Formatting:
The research outline should be typed, printed, using Times New Roman font size 12. Follow this document as a template and fill in all of the required information. 





















Working Title
Identify the topic (2 – 6 words)
________________________________________________________________________
Background
Background (What do you need to explain about the  before the reader can hear your analysis or your explanation of the problem?)

a. What: ____________________________________________________________
1. ________________________________________________________________
(Source:			)

2. ________________________________________________________________
(Source:			)

b. Who if affects: _____________________________________________________
1. ________________________________________________________________
(Source:			)

2. ________________________________________________________________
(Source:			)

c. When it started: ____________________________________________________
1. ________________________________________________________________
(Source:			)

2. ________________________________________________________________
(Source:			)

d. How extensive it is: _________________________________________________
1. ________________________________________________________________
(Source:			)

2. ________________________________________________________________
(Source:			)


Draft Thesis Statement (clearly identifies purposes of the research)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Discussion
Causes (Transition) _________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
	 1st Cause ___________________________________________________________	
	 Evidence (+source) 
	1. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	2. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	 2nd Cause ___________________________________________________________	
	Evidence (+source) 
	1. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	2. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	 3rd Cause __________________________________________________________________	

 Data (+source) 
	1. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	2. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

Causes Conclusion: _________________________________________________________

Effects (Transition) _________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
	 1st Effect ___________________________________________________________	
	 Evidence (+source) 
	1. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	2. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	 2nd Effect ___________________________________________________________	
	Evidence (+source) 
	1. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	2. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	 3rd Effect __________________________________________________________________	

 Data (+source) 
	1. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	2. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

Effects Conclusion: _________________________________________________________

Solutions 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
 1st solution: ________________________________________________________	
 Data (+source) [For each solution, try to explain: whether it’s in use currently or in development, how it works, how effective it is, how much it costs, how easy it is to implement]

	1. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	2. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	3. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

 2nd solution: _________________________________________________________	
 Data (+source) [For each solution, try to explain: whether it’s in use currently or in development, how it works, how effective it is, how much it costs, how easy it is to implement]

1. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	2. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	3. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)


 3rd solution:_________________________________________________________	
 Data (+source) [For each solution, try to explain: whether it’s in use currently or in development, how it works, how effective it is, how much it costs, how easy it is to implement]

	1. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	2. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	3. ________________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

Conclusion
Summarize discussion
Compare/Contrast solutions/ Choose best solutions
1. __________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________
Challenges/future developments/emerging technologies
      1. ___________________________________________________________________
      2. ___________________________________________________________________
 Data (+source) 
	1. __________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

	2. __________________________________________________________
	(Source:			)

Ideas/suggestions for future research (generally, no sources needed here) 
1. ________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________
References 
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Rubric

	Outline Rubric
Criteria
	Ratings
	Pts

	Outline research paper using Toulmin’s claim-data-warrant model
		Excellent: Completes 100% of outline with claims (background, causes, solutions, and future recommendations) and data from sources AND claims and data are logical, related, and clearly stated
20.0 pts
	Above Expectations: Completes about 90% of the outline with claims (background, causes, solutions, and future recommendations) and data from sources. Claims and data are logical, related, and mostly clear.
18 pts
	Meets Expectations: Completes at least 80% of outline with claims (background, causes, solutions, and future recommendations) and data from sources AND claims and data are logical and related, but may lack clarity.
15 pts
	Below Expectations: Completes less than 80% of outline with claims (background, causes, solutions, and future recommendations) and data from sources OR claims and data are illogical and unrelated OR too vague
14 pts
	Far Below Expectations: Completes less than 80% of outline with claims (background, causes, solutions, and future recommendations) and data from sources AND claims and data are illogical and unrelated AND too vague
10 pts
	No Attempt
0.0 pts



	20.0 pts

	Integrate evidence from appropriate sources that meet the “refereed sources” criteria
		Excellent: Student has met source minimum requirements on outline (6 undergrad and 10 grad) AND sources are credible (no replacements)
20.0 pts
	Above Expectations: Supports claims with 4 or 5 sources AND sources are mostly credible (1 may need to be replaced).
18 pts
	Meets Expectations: Supports claims with at least 3/6 sources (undergrad) or 5/10 sources (grad) AND sources are mostly credible (1 may need to be replaced)
15 pts
	Below Expectations: Has fewer than 3 sources (undergrad) or 5 sources (grad) OR most sources need to be replaced due to lack of credibility
14 pts
	Far Below Expectations: Has fewer than 3 sources (undergrad) or 5 sources (grad) AND most sources need to be replaced due to lack of credibility
10 pts
	No Attempt
0.0 pts



	20.0 pts

	Demonstrate audience awareness through proper organization and tone
		Excellent: Consistently uses phrases with parallel structure AND virtually no errors with spelling and word form
10.0 pts
	Above Expectations: Consistently uses phrases (not sentences) AND very few errors with spelling and word form.
9 pts
	Meets Expectations: Consistently uses phrases (not sentences) BUT some errors with spelling and word form
7.5 pts
	Below Expectations: Uses complete sentences instead of phrases OR many errors with spelling and word form
7 pts
	Far Below Expectations: Uses complete sentences instead of phrases AND many errors with spelling and word form
5 pts
	No Attempt
0.0 pts



	10.0 pts

	Total Points: 50.0



